
Funding guidelines
Emergency social funding of the AStA UdK Berlin
English Version is only for reference. In the event of discrepancies between the English and German versions, the German 
version shall prevail.

Preamble

In the interest of social responsibility and on behalf of representing a solidary student body the General Student Committee 
(AStA) of the University of Arts Berlin (UdK Berlin) plans to include in its budget a section in which students experiencing 
significant financial need can apply for social funding to cover recurring costs.

The AStA's emergency social funding provides short-term support to students of the UdK Berlin who, through no fault of their 
own, find themselves in a financial emergency situation in which they are unable to make recurring, unavoidable payments from 
their own funds in order to prevent dunning, collection and termination proceedings. These are usually housing and health 
insurance costs. This also applies to clearly foreseeable emergency situations.

The AStA’s fundamental belief is that it should be the state’s duty to enable students to study without financial hardship.

§ 1 Eligibility for funding

(1)   Eligible to apply are Students who are enrolled at the UdK Berlin and exercise their membership rights there, as well as 
graduates of the UdK Berlin up to and including 6 months after graduation who are not enrolled at another university.

(2)  Eligible for funding are persons mentioned in §1 who:
1. were already unable to pay their rent and/or health insurance last month,
2. are not EU citizens and whose passport contains a note restricting their work permit,
3. are at least 12 weeks pregnant,
4. have at least one child living with them or for whom alimony has to be paid,
5. due to mental or physical illness or injury, are unable to care for their own living expenses,
6. have unexpectedly lost their job,
7. have been the victim of theft or misfortune and are not (sufficiently) insured (e.g. apartment fire, job loss, theft of study-
related items of significant value),
8. may claim other comparable hardship.

(3)   Applicants must use all of their assets and do not expect any inflow of money or significant monetary value (income) that
would be suitable to cover their contractual or statutory recurring payment obligations at the beginning of the month following
the submission of the application. Applicants have, to the best of their knowledge and belief, done everything in their power to
improve their financial situation, for example by applying for other funding opportunities or excluding the possibility of such
opportunities, or by providing other comprehensible reasons why such opportunities cannot be applied for.

(4)   Persons who have already been granted emergency social funding by the AStA UdK Berlin in the current semester are not 
eligible to apply.

§ 2 Application
(1)   Students of the UdK can submit a request for emergency social funding at the social department of the AStA of the UdK at any 

time. For this purpose, the template provided by the AStA is to be used. The signed application must be accompanied by a copy 
of at least the following documents:

1. Current certificate of registration (DE: Immatrikulationsbescheinigung), for graduates the last certificate of registration
2. ID card/Passport
3. All bank statements of the last three months from all bank accounts, including blocked accounts

(2) Additionally, at least one corresponding piece of evidence is required for each asserted reason for application pursuant to §1. (2) 
(3) The application for emergency social funding may be submitted at any time.
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§ 3 Eligibility criteria
(1)   Emergency social funding shall take the individual circumstances of each applying person into account, particularly with regard 

to:

a) Regular income
b) Regular expenses
c) Support payment obligations
d) Special financial burdens
e) Thrift and economy
f) Study conditions

(2)   Applicants shall not have less than 265 EUR available funds per month to cover basic needs for food, 
leisure/entertainment/culture, communication, health care, education and clothing. For each person to whom the applicant has 
support payment obligations there should also be at least 265 EUR available.

(3)   Emergency Social Support addresses special needs of international students, students with child(ren) and students with 
disabilities.

§ 4 Amount of funding

(1)   The maximum amount of funding is 500 euros.

(a) In justified exceptional cases, the AStA can independently increase the funding amount up to 1000 euros.

(2)   Emergency assistance is generally intended to cover one-time housing and health insurance costs.

(3)   In justified exceptions, further payment obligations arising from statutory or contractual debt relationships may be assumed on 
a one-off basis.

§ 5 Procedure

(1)   Emergency social assistance is based on a case-by-case assessment by the social department of the AStA; there is no legal 
entitlement to emergency social funding.

(2)   In case of a new application, the previously submitted applications will be taken into account in the review.

(3)   The social department of the AStA shall draw up a recommendation on the granting and amount of support on the basis of the 
ratio of income and recurring expenses as well as non-recurring charges of the last three months. Costs for daily needs as well 
as income and expenses of persons living in a community of need shall also be taken into account in an appropriate manner.

(4)   The Department for Social Affairs presents the case anonymously to the AStA. Afterwards, the members of the AStA decide on 
the approval and amount of the funding with a simple majority. Abstentions are not taken into account.

(5)   If approved, a payment in the appropriate amount is made to the applicant. 

(6)   In the event of rejection, the applicant will be informed of this immediately.

§ 6 Legal validity

The funding guidelines for emergency social funding of the AStA of the UdK Berlin will become effective the day after its 
confirmation by the student parliament based on the submission by the AStA.
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